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Symphony No.4 in B-flat major, Op. 60 LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN 

(1770- 1827) 

Bee thoven had taxed his creative powers to the utmost in crea ting the stupendous Third 
Symphony in E-flat major ("Eroica" ) . With no sign-posts to guide him , he had reached panoramic 
heights which even his genius could not readily regain . Invariably, throughout his career , he sought 
momenta ry re laxation afte r expending his forces on works of such magnitude. Thus the relatively 
placid and traditional Fourth, Sixth, and Eighth symphonies separated the more imposing Third, 
Fifth , Seventh, and Ninth, where compulsion to innovation and soaring flights of imagination again 
drove him to the crea tion of revolutionary works. From the stormy cloud-capped peaks of the 
" Eroica," he descended momentarily into the sun-drenched valleys of the B-fla t major Symphony. 
In the ordinary course of events, what we now know as the Fifth Symphony would have followed 
the Thi rd, for he had by 1805 almost completed its first and second movements. For reasons unknown 
he put it aside and turned to the less problematical material of the Fourth , which he treated with 
far less intensity of effort. It was composed in 1806 at M ar ton vasar, a Hungarian village where 
Bee thoven was a gues t of Count Franz Bruns wick and his two beauti ful daughters, Th erese and 
Josephine. Sentimenta l wr iters have identified Bee thoven's "Immortal Beloved" with the elder Therese, 
with whom he was in love, and to whom he was, for a short period, betrothed. To th e incurable 
roman ti c Romain Rolland , this "Symphony of Love" was "a pure fragrant flower which treasured 
up the perfume of those days." Nothing in truth is definitely known about the inception of the work 
beyond the insc ription on the manuscript "Sinfonia 4"', 1806, L v Bthvn ." We a re on sa fer ground 
to agree with H ec tor Berlioz that this symphony "is generally li ve ly, nimble, joyous and of a heaven ly 
swee tness," or with Bee th oven's biographer Th aye r , who declared it "placid and serene-the most 
perfect in form of them a ll ," or with Sir George Grove that "a more consistent and attractive whole 
cannot be . the movements fit in their place like th e limbs an d features of a lovely s ta tue; and 
full of fire and in\'Cntion as they are, a ll is subordina te to conciseness, grace and beauty." R eferring 
to its position between the Third and Fifth , Robert Schumann called it " a Greek maiden between 
two Korse giants." 

Wh at is beyond ques tion is th a t the spring and summer of 1 06 were one of the ha ppiest and 
most serene periods of relaxation in Bee th oven's stormy career. It followed an experience of biller 
disappointment a t the mise rable failure of his opera Fidelia in Vienna , Kovember 20, 1805, amid the 
!(loo m , incident to the occupation of the city by the French troops of Napoleon. Beethoven, who , a ll 
through his life proved his res ilience under the blows of ad\'e rsity, rallied from this disaster and lost 
himse lf in the crea tion of a se ries of mas terworks which were vehicles of defense aga inst , or perhaps 
escape from, his personal frustrations. In a spirit of revived exhilara tion , he produced the buoyant 
D major Viol in Concerto, the cheerfu l Fourth Piano Concerto, Op. 58, the three "Rasumovsky" 
quartet , Op. 59, and the gay and spirited symphony on tonight's program. Perhaps some inner 
artistic necessity, rather than a passing love affa ir , compelled him to reject the powerful impulses 
of the Fifth Symphony so soon afte r the crea tion of the ep ic "Ero ica," and to see k a n emotional 
ba lance by finding refuge in the joyful and tra nslucent pa!(es tha t inspirit these optimis ti c works. 

Livre pour orchestre \VITOLD L UTOSLAWSKI 

(1913-

Ea rly in his creative liie, critics referred to Lutoslawsk i as the most widely popular li v ing com
poser in Poland-to his " lack of startling origi na lity" to "his genuinely personal melodic gift with 
its roots in Polish folk music ," to "his convincing structure-harmonica lly unified," his "delicate 
orchestration ," and his "success ful combination of Polish folk idiom with sensitivity and direc tness 
of expression." 

Today, he belongs to the avant-ga rde group in Poland which , responding to the shocking impact 
of Schonberg, Berg, and Webern in the decades between 1913 and 1933, contin ued to react violently 
against conventional nineteenth-century music, inspired by the "renegades" of the middle 1950s
Boulez, Stockhausen , and Cage. H e relen tlessly pursues every face t of the rapidly changing idioms 
of our day. Tn an interview in 1962 in the New York Tim es Lutoslawski revealed a criti ca l change 
th a t was taking place in his style of composin g. "I have just ~ade what I rega rd as a new beginning, 
or, a t least a new concretization of everything I believe about music. M y new sty le dates from my 
f eli X Vell eliens which was done last yea r a t the Warsaw F es tival. This work makes considerable 
use of the technique of chance, or aleatoric music, and now I am working solely in that direction . 
My early works I have now come to rega rd as passe." 

. In reference to the work on tonight's program, the composer wrote, "In my music up until the 
Livre pour Orchestre (1968) I realized that there was one clement which was lacking-the irrational. " 
Th e Boo~ for Orchestra has , as the composer indicated on the score, four "chapters," each separated 
by brIef Interludes played "ad libitum"; the First, for three clarinets; the Second for two clarinets 



The Universit ~jlcI ical Society 
The 

The development of the program for gifts to the University Musical Society has, 
in five years, proved to be the added support needed to sustain our concert presenta
tions. This support has been through the generosity of benefactors, individuals, and 
some business firms who have responded to the notice of our need. Attendance, though 
good, is not enough to generate all the revenue required to meet the escalation of costs. 
The persons named in this program are not yet enough in number to cover the margin 
between costs and revenue. A broader base is essential and herewith solicited of the 
many others who have not yet indicated their support. We ask those among you to 
join the persons named herein. 

Contributor categories are: Sustaining Member-Gift of $2 5; Patron- Gift of 
$100; Sponsor-Gift of $500 ; Guarantor-Gift of $1,000 or more. 

All contributors recorded since January 1, 1973, are li sted. The asterisks indicate 
those who have contributed both in 1973 and in 1974 (to April 1). Our next con
tributor li sting will appear at the opening Choral Union concert in the fall . 

GUARANTORS 

*Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Berger 
*Mr. and Mrs. William L. Brittain 
*Mr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Crary 
Mr. and Mrs. Lou M. Dexter 
Mr. Clarence R. Haas 

(from the estate of) 
*Mr. and Mrs. Peter N. Heydon 
Mr. Maurice B. Hodges 

*Mr. and Mrs. J ohn McCollum 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin E. Meader 

SPONSORS 

*Mr. and Mrs. George C. Cameron 
Mrs. Fanni Epstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Robben W. Fleming 

*Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Hatcher 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Herber t 
Mrs. Judith T. Manos 
Mrs. Lester McCoy 

*Mr. and Mrs. William B. Palmer 
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Patmos 

CORPORA TE SPONSORS 

Liberty Music Shop 
Northweste rn Electric of Detroit, Inc. 
The Power Foundation 

*Mr. and Mrs. Gardner Ackley 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Adams, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert G. Aldrich 
Mrs. Wyeth Allen 
Dr. and Mrs. David G. Anderson 
Mrs. Donald H . Bacon 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond O. Bassler 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie R . Beals 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Benford 

P ATRONS 

Mr. and Mrs. Wi lliam W. Bishop, J r. 
Mr. C. John Blankley 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Harlan Bloomer 

*Mr. and Mrs. Milford Boersma 
*Mr. and Mrs. Roscoe Bonisteel, Jr. 
*Mr. and Mrs. Allen P . Brilton 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Brown 

*Mr. and Mrs. Robert M. Brown 
*Dr. and Mrs. K. M. Brownson 



Mr. and Mrs. Wellington R. Burt 
Dr. and Mrs. Alfred Y. T. Ching 
Mr. and Mrs. Gage R . Cooper 

*Mrs. Arthur H. Copeland 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil C. Craig 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Richard Crane 
Mrs. Earl H. Cress 
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Cruickshank 
Dr. and Mrs. J ames M. Dah l 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Daly 
Mr. James A. Davies 
Dr. and Mrs. Russe ll DeJong 
Mr. Richard Earhart 

*Miss Linda Eberbach 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar A. Eberbach 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Evans 
Mr. and Mrs. George H. Forsyth 
Miss Florence B. Fuller 

*Mr. and Mrs. Victor Gallatin 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph M. Gibson 
Dr. William C. Gilkey 
Mr. and Mrs. Britton L. Gordon 
Dr. and Mrs. Alexander Gotz 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Graham 
Mr. Clare E. Griffin 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer F. Hamel 

*Mr. and Mrs. J. Donald Hanawalt 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Haugh 
Mr. Donald A. Hines 

*Dr. and Mrs. John F. Holt 
Dr. and Mrs. Frederic B. House 
Dr. and Mrs. W. ~. Hubbard, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. George J. Huebner 
Mr. Frederick G. L. Huetwell 

*Mr. and Mrs. Keith D. Jensen 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert W. J ohe 
Mr. Thor Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Kaplan 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul G. Kauper 
Mrs. Donald Kehl 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Kempf 
Mr. William R. Kinney 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Kovacik, Jr. 
Mr. Arthur T. Lanning 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. McCracken 

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn D. McGeoch 
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Miller 
Dr. and Mrs. Joe D. Morris 

*Mr. B. J . Naughton, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin iehuss 
Mr. and Mrs. A. Geoffrey Norman 
Miss Ada L. Olson 
Mr. J esse Ormondroyd 
Mrs. Erwin Overbeck 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Papo 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Park 
Mr. and Mrs. Clair E. Paulson 

*Mr. and Mrs. D. Maynard Phelps 
"'Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur K. Pierpont 
*Mr. and Mrs. Philip Power 
*Mr. and Mrs. Millard H. Pryor 
Mr. Ernst Pulgram 
Dr. and Mrs. Gardner C. Quarton 

*Mr. and Mrs. Gail W. Rector 
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Revelli 
Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Richart, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Rigan 

*Mi s Mary R. Romig-deYoung 
Miss Sara L. Rowe 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl F. Schemm 
Dr. and Mrs. David W. Schmidt 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard C. Schneider 
Mr. and Mrs. F. A. Sergeant 
Mr. and Mrs. Everett J. Soop 
Dr. and Mrs. Harvey Sparks, Jr. 
Mrs. James H. Spencer 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Staebler 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Stegeman 
Mr. and Mrs. Helmut Stern 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Wilner Sundelson 
Dr. and Mrs. E. Thurston Thieme 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul M. Vanek 
Mrs. Charles W. Wagner 

*Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Wagner 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred G. Walcott 
Mr. and Mrs. Erich A. Walter 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell West 

~'Dr. and Mrs. Sherwood B. Winslow 
"'Mrs. Earl S. Wolaver 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace H. Work 

CORPORATE PATRO S 

American Metal Climax Foundation, Inc. 
Ann Arbor Bank 
Edwards Brothers, Inc. 
Ford Motor Company 
Huron Valley National Bank 
Jacobson's Stores, Inc. 

Parke, Da\'is & Company 
Pittsfield Products, Inc. 
Sam's Stores, Inc. 
Swisher Realty Company 
University Microfilms-Xerox 
Ypsi-Ann Land Company 

SUSTAINING MEMBERS 

Acacia Fraternity, Ohio State Chapter 
Miss Adelaide A. Adams 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Adams, Jr. 
Mrs. John Alexander 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Aliferis 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis A. Allen 
Mr. and Mrs . J . H. Allington 
Mr. and Mrs. George Amendt 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest E. Andrews 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Angell 

*Dr. and Mrs. Oliver C. Applegate 
*Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Asleson 
Mrs. Stephen S. Attwood 

*Mr. and Mrs. Max Aupoerle 
Dr. and Mrs. oyes L. Avery, Jr. 
Mrs. A. W. Baker 
Mr. Harris H. Ball 
Mrs. J ean Lynn Barnard 

':'Mrs. R. W. Barnard 
Mrs. John Alton Barrett 
Mrs. T. Howe Bartholomew 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald C. Beckwith 
Mr. A. W. Bennett 
Miss Alice R. Bensen 
Mr. Viktors Berstis 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur L. Bert 



Mr. and Mrs. Robert T . Blackburn 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Michael Blumenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Jay A. Bolt 
Mrs. C. E. Bottum 
Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Bottum, Jr. 
Miss Elinor J. Boyd 
Miss Lola M. Bradstreet 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Brater 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert P . Briggs 
Mrs. Joseph Brinkman 
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Brooks 
Mr. Robert H. Brower 

*Mr. and Mrs. Carl R. Brown 
Dr. and Mrs. Gordon C. Brown 

*Mr. and Mrs. Webster Brumbaugh 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald R. Brundage 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Bryant 
Mr. and Mrs. Robbins Burling 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Burtt 
Mrs. Helen S. Butz 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Caldwell 
Miss Ruby A. Campbell 
Dr. Ruth Cantieny 
Mr. Lee O. Case 
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Cassidy 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Chase 
Miss Hope H . Chipman 
Mr. and Mrs. Halvor N. Christensen 
Mrs. William S. Clarkson 
Mr. and Mrs. W. Oscar Collins 
Dr. and Mrs. Leslie Corsa, J r. 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn M. Coulter 
Miss Marjorie A. Cramer 
Miss Grace Crockett 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Curtis 
Mr. and Mrs. Horace W. Davenport 
Mr. and Mrs. Julio del Toro 
Miss Mildred F. Denecke 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Dennison 
Mr. and Mrs. Gail E. Densmore 
Mr. and Mrs. Benning W. Dexter 
Mr. and Mrs. George Dibble 
Dr. and Mrs. Reed O. Dingman 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Dixon 
Mr. and Mrs. John S. Dobson 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard P. Dorr 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Gou ld Dow 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce Draper 
Dr. and Mrs. Paul F. Durkee 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Eley 
Mr. and Mrs. George A. Elgass 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil E. Engel , Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Faber 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Feldman 

*Mr. and Mrs. Carl H. Fischer 
Miss Phyllis Foster 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard P. Fox 
Mrs. Thomas Francis, Jr. 
Mrs. William A. Frayer 
Dr. and Mrs. Warren S. Freeman 

*Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Gallagher 
*Mr. and Mrs. Garnet Garrison 
Mr. and Mrs. E . H. Gault 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gebhart 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Gies 
Dr. William C. Gilkey 
Mr. and Mrs. James Gilligan 
Mr. William Alexis Golz . 
Mr. and Hrs. Otto Graf 
Mr. and Mrs. Serge Gratch 
Miss Pearl Graves 
Mr. and Mrs. Whitmore Gray 

Miss Dorothy Greenwald 
Miss Barbara J. Gross 
Miss Margaret A. Harwick 
Mrs. Joseph R. Hayden 
Miss Ethel Hedrick 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert E. Heins 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Henderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Highhill 
Mr. T. H. Hildebrandt 
Mrs. Leonard E. Himler 
Dr. and Mrs. Sibley W. Hoobler 
Miss Marguerite V. Hood 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Hooper 
Mrs. John H. Hough 

*Mrs. Virginia Hunt 
Mr. and Mrs. David D. Hunting, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Hurst 
Miss Ella M. Hymans 
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Jacobi 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Jacobs 
Mr. and Mrs. Emil Jebe 

*Mr. and Mrs. William Judson Johnson 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Jones 
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip S. Jones 
Mr. J. 'vVarren Kays 
Mr. and Mrs. Leedom Keltell 
Dr. and Mrs. William W. Kimbrough 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Klein 
Dr. and Mrs. Karl S. Klicka 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold G. Kluge 
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Kratzmiller 
Mr. R. Hudson Ladd 
Mrs. Gertrude Leidy 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald J . Lewis 
Miss Mildred Loeffler 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Lowe 
Mr. and Mrs. John Duer Ludlow 
Miss Doris L. Luecke 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Mack 
Dr. and Mrs. Donald W. Marlin 

':'Dr. and Mrs. Josip Matovinovic 
Miss Joyce McFarlan 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. McMillan 

':' Mr. and Mrs. F. N. McOmber 
Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Meranda 
Mr. and Mrs. F. R. Meyers 

':' Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rush Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Mohler 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Moon, III 
Mrs. Robert W. Moss 
Dr. Amir M. Mostaghim 
Miss Dorothy V. Mummery 
Miss Yoshiko Nagamatsu 
Dr. and Mrs. James V. Neel 
Mrs. Clifford T. j elson 
Miss Geneva Nelson 
Mr. Kurt K. Neumann 
Mrs. Gretchen Stanger Newsom 
Dr. and Mrs. William R. Olsen 
Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Oncley 
Mr. and Mrs. David Osler 
Dr. and Mrs. F. D. Ostrander 
Mr. and Mrs. David Parkes 
Mr. and Mrs. Pedro Paz 
Mr. John R. Pearson 
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin P. Peterson 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles W. Phillips 
Miss Rita J. Pieron 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard A. Pollak 
Dr. and Mrs. H. Marvin Pollard 
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene B. Power 

':' Mr. and Mrs. Emerson F. Powrie 



Mr. and Mrs. William H. Price, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Radock . 
Mr. Raymond r Rapaport, Jr. 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Rapp 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence L. Rauch 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver C. Reedy 
Mr. Harold Rothbart 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Roy 
Mr. Frank E. Royce 
Mr. Charles H. Rubin 
Miss Mabel E. Rugen 
Miss Margaret R. Runge 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert O. Schlager 

*Mrs. Herbert E. Schlesinger 
Mr. Ieill R. Schmeichel 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles R. Schmitter, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hazen J. Schumacher, Jr. 
Mr. James D. Shortt, Jr. 
Mr. Clifford R. Seppanen 
Dr. Bruce M. Siegan 
Mr. and Mrs. Keeve M. Siegel 
Dr. and Mrs. Vergil N. Slee 
Mr. and Mrs. Allan Smith 
Mrs. Helen M. Snyder 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Stanton 
Miss Wilma D. Steketee 

Mrs. Mira Stoll 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Stubbins 
Dr. and Mrs. Walter H. Swartz 
Mrs. John S. Thomas 
Miss Virginia W. Tibbals 
Mrs. John E. Tracy 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert H. Upton, Jr. 
Miss Rose Vainstein 
Mr. B. Arnell Van Sickle 

*Mrs. Elena Vlisides 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick 1. Vogt 

*Mrs. George Wadley 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wangberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Warschausky 
Mr. and Mrs. Merwin H. Waterman 

*Mr. and Mrs. 1. Philip Wernette 
Mrs. B. T. Whipple 

"'Mrs. Albert E. White 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen S. Whiting 
Mrs. George W. Willard 
Dr. and Mrs. J. Robert Willson 
Miss Charlotte Wolfe 
Mr. and Mrs. David Wood 

*Mr. and Mrs. Ernest A. H. Woodman 
Dr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Work, Jr. 

Since our Gift Program began, several thoughtful persons have wished to make 
their gifts in memory of family members or friends. Some bequests have also been 
formalized. For these generous contributors we owe our thanks, and list below the 
names in whose memory their gifts were made. 

Wyeth Allen 
Elizabeth Falk Eberbach 
Florence P. Griffin 
Walter Laubengayer 
Lester McCoy 

Eunice Mead 
Gwendolyn Powrie 
Richard Schneidewind 
Charles A. Sink 
Elizabeth Schieck Soop 

UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Gail W. Rector, President 
Harlan Hatcher, Vice-President 
Erich A. Walter, Secretary 
E. Thurston Thieme, Treasurer 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Richard S. Berger 
Allen P. Britton 
Douglas D. Crary 
Robben W. Fleminp; 

DIRECTORS EMERITUS 

Oscar A. Eberbach Henry F. Vaughan Thor Johnson 

Peter N. Heydon 
Paul G. Kauper 
Wilbur K. Pierpont 
Sarah G. Power 



and ha rp , piano, glockenspiel , and two solo violoncellos. The third interlude is uninterrupted and 
leads direc tly into the fin al section in which the other instruments o f the orchestra join . During these 
m oments the conductor is directed to lower his ba ton, leaving the performers to play any thing 
t hey desire; their duration is ap proxima tely twenty seconds. "They a re" writes the composer 
" I I h " exac t y t le same as t e pauses between movements-the moment for the audience to relax, change 
posItIon , cough , etc." The conductor then interrupts these "irrational" sections, by lifting his baton 
to continue with the next chaper. Shorter " ad libitum" sections occur within Chapters one and three. 
For a few m oments near the end, metrica l rh y thms a re in troduced , but soon become lost in the "ad 
libitum" effect of the tota l fin ale, overcome by the free "irrationality" that characterized the inter
ludes. Only in the fin al measures are the tensions that have been built up in the work, relieved . 
The wo rk ends on a level of quiescence. 

Concerto in D major for Violin and Orchestra, Op . 77 J OH ANNES BRAHMS 

(1833-1897 ) 

Brahms lived in a spiritua lly poverty-s tricken and soul-sick period , when anarchy seemed t o 
have destroyed cultu re. Love of luxury and crass materia lism brou ght in its wa ke dissolution , wea ri 
nes , and indi ffe rence to beauty. It was an age which was dist in ctly unfavo rab le to genuinely great 
a r t , unfa \'orab le because of its hidebound worship of the conventiona l. Its showy exterior did not 
hide t he inner ba rrenness of its culture. Brahms, and his contempora ry Wagner, so opposed in 
aesthet ic t heo ry, stood abreast of their times, disheartened with the state of the world , but not 
defea ted by it. 

Even as Bee th oven before him , Brahms was essentially of a hearty and vigorous mind. Standing 
ab reast of such vital spi rits as Ca rly le and Browning, he met the cha llenge of his age and triumphed 
in his a rt. By the exercise of a clear intelligence and a strong criti cal faculty he was ab le t o temper 
the tendency towa rd emotional excess and to avoid the pitfalls of utter despair into which Tchair 
kovsky was invariab ly led . Although Brahms experienced disillusionment no less than Wagner and 
T chaikovsky, his was another kind of t ragedy-the tragedy of a man born out of his time. He su f
fered from the changes in taste a nd perception that inevitably come with the passing of time. His 
particular disillusionment, however, did no t a ffec t the power and sure ness of his a rt isti c impulse. 
With grief he saw the ideals of Bee thoven dissolve in a we lter of cheap em otiona lism. He saw the 
classic digni ty of th at art degraded by an in fi ltration of tawdry programmatic effects and innocuous 
imitation and witnessed fi nally its subjuga tion to poetry and the dramatic play . All of this he 
opposed with his own grand sty le-pro foundly moving, noble, a nd digni fied . "With a sweep and 
thrust he forced music out upon her mighty pinions to soar on ce more." 

Great interest was aroused in th e musica l circles of Germany a nd Austria when it became kno wn 
in 1878 th at Brahms was at work on a violin concer to intended for the friend of his youth, J oscf 
J oachim . The summer of 1878 the composer spent in Portschach w here the first dra ft was finished . 
Writing to his fr iend H anslick, the Viennese criti c, from Lake Worther in Carinthia, Brahms reports 
that "so many melodies fl y about , one must be careful not to tread on them." The peace and tran 
quilli ty re flected in the first movement of the concerto is somewhat simila r to that of the Second 
Symphony, also in D major. T o many, the sentiment is maintained at a lof tier height in the con
ce rto, wh ile the limpid grace of the melodic line has an immediate fasc ination for the genera l audience. 

After studying the vio lin part , J oachim replied from Salzburg , " I have had a good look at what 
you sent me and have made a few notes and altera tions, but with out the full score one can 't say 
much. I can, however, make out m os t of it and there is a lot of rea lly good violin music in it , but 
whether it can be played with comfort in hot conce rt rooms remains to be seen. " After considerab le 
correspondence and several conferences the score was ready and the first performance scheduled for 
J anuary I , 1879, in Leipzig. 

It remains to be noted tha t the concerto was not publi shed immedia tely. Joachim kept it and 
p layed it severa l times in E ngland with much success. Th e performer on these occasions made alter
ations to the score which did not always meet with Brahms' approva l, evidenced by excerpts from 
this lette r of Brahms to Joachim : "You will think t wice before you ask me for another concerto ! It 
i a good thing that your name i on the copy; you a re more or less responsible for the solo violin 
parts." 

Brahms did not write out the cadenza at the end of the first movement. Originally, Joachim 
wro te one himself but since that time it has been provided with cadenzas by nearly all the violin 
masters. 

ANN ARBOR SESQUICENTENNIAL 

The yea r 1974 ma rks the 150th a nniversary of the found ing of Ann Arbor . In recognition of the 
occasion the Sesquicentennial Commission has developed a year-long celebration designed to ac
complish two major objecti ves. The first is to tell the tory of Ann Arbor and what has made it 
what it is today; th e second is to involve as many people and organiza tions as possible in the ob
se rvance of thi s ce lebration. The ceremony here tonight is a pa rt o f the Unive rsity Musical Society's 
pa rti cipa tion in the Sesquicentennial celebration . 



INTERNATIONAL PRESENTATIONS-1974-75 

Choral Union Series / Hill 

LONDON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Auditorium 

J ESSYE NORMA ,Soprano 
WARSAW NATIONAL ORCHESTRA 
GEWANDHAUS ORCHESTRA FROM LEIPZIG 
SOVIET GEORGIAN DANCERS AND 

TBILISI POLYPHONIC CHOIR 
DETROIT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
CZECH PHILHARMONIC 
STRASBOURG PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
SPANISH RTV SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF MADRID 

Saturday, September 21 
Saturday, October 5 

Thursday, October 17 
Wednesday, October 23 

Sunday, November 24 
Saturday, J anuary 11 

Wednesday, February 12 
Saturday, March 15 

Saturday, AprilS 
Friday, April 11 

Great Performers Series - "Pianists" / Hill 
ANDRE WATTS 

Auditorium 

Wednesday, October 16 
Monday, November 25 
Wednesday , March 19 

EMIL GILELS 
VLADIMIR ASHKENAZY 

Choice Series / Power Center 

ALVIN AILEY AMERICAN DANCE THEATER Friday, Saturday, Sunday, 

GREGG SMITH SINGERS 
NATIONAL BALLET OF WASHINGTON , D.C. 

October 18, 19 & 20 
T uesday, October 22 

Saturday and Sunday 
October 26 & 27 

SLASK, FOLK COl'I'IPANY FROM POLAND Wednesday, October 30 
JACQUES LOUSSIER TRIO, JAZZMEN "PLAY BACH" Satu rday , November 2 
CARLOS. MONTOYA, Flamenco Guitarist Tuesday , ovember 19 
GUARNERI STRING QUARTET AND GARY GRAFFMAN, Pianist Wednesday, J anuary 8 
IVIARCEL MARCEAU, Pantomimist Friday , Saturday, Sunday, 

Moscow CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 
GOLDOVSKY OPERA THEATER 
HARKNESS BALLET OF NEW YORK 
Moscow BALALAIKA ENSEMBLE AND LUDlvIILA ZYKINA 
PAUL T AYLOR DANCE COMPANY 
PRESERVATION HALL JAZZ BAND 

January 10, 11 , & 12 
T ue day , February 11 

Thursday, February 13 
Thursday, February 20 
Monday, February 24 
Wednesday , March 12 

Wednesday, Apri l 9 

Chamber Arts Series / 

CONCENTUS MUSICUS, FROM VIENNA 
ESTERHAZY STRING QUARTET 

Rackham Auditorium 

CLEVELAND STRING QUARTET 
J ILLIARD STRING QUARTET 
SYNTAGMA MUSICUM, FROM AMSTERDAM 
T OKYO STRING QUARTET 
J EAN-PIERRE RAMPAL, Flutist, AND 

ROBERT VEYRON-LA CROIX, Keyboard 
ARS ANTIQUA DE PARIS 

Wednesday , October 9 
Thursday, October 24 

Wednesday , November 13 
Tuesday, December 3 

Thursday, J anuary 23 
Sunday, February 2 

Tuesday, February 18 
Saturday, March 29 

Asian Series / Rackham Auditorium 

NATIONAL SHADOW THEATER OF MALAYSIA Su nday, October 6 
Sunday, October 13 

Saturday, February 22 
Sunday, March 16 

HEEMBABA AND DANCE ENSEMBLE , SRI LANKA 
CHHAU, MASKED DANCE OF BENGAL 
QAWWALI MUSIC FROM PAKISTAN 

Series ti cke t orders now bei ng accepted and fill ed in sequence; 
new brochure with order form now ava ilable. 

UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY 

Burton Memoria l Tower, Ann Arbor, Michigan Phone 665-3 717 


