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ACT I 

Scene 1. A Street in Verona 

The families of Lords Capulet and Montague have been feuding for yea rs. Whi le Romeo 
wanders the street, a disagreement ariscs between tbe servants of the two families. Benvolio 
attempts to settle tbe argument but the hot-tempered Tybalt persists and fi ghting begins in 
earnest. 

The Duke of Verona enters. He, weary of the continuing feud, orders an immcd!ate se ttlement 
of the family quarrel and threatens those guilty of any disturbance of the peace with dea th or cxile. 

Intermezzo 

Prince Paris, a close friend and relative of the Duke, approaches Capulet with a request for 
the hand of the latter's daughtcr, Juliet. In celebration of the match, Capulet plans a grand ball 
in her honor. The guest list is given to Pcter, an illiterate servant ; Benvolio and Mercutio read 
to him the contcnts of the list and then decide to join the festivities, bringing Romeo with them. 

Scene 2 . Juliet 's Chamber 

Juliet , playing joyfully with her nanny, is interrup ted by her mother who brings news of the 
arranged marriage. This announcement forces the girl to a realization of the fact that her child­
hood has reached its end. 

Intermezzo 
The guests, en route to the ball, are joined by Romeo, Benvolio, and Mercutio, who wear 

masks. 



Scene 3. The Ballroom 
Romeo, Benvolio , and Mercutio arrive at the ball, which is already in progress. While Mercutio 

distracts the guests, Juliet interrupts her conversation with Paris in order to meet Romeo. 
A shor t while later, she removes Romeo's mask, and he is recognized hy Tybalt. During the 

ensuing confusion the three friends make their exit. 
Intermezzo 

Benvolio and Mercutio search for Romeo, who has hidden in the gardens behind Lord 
Capulet's castle. 

Scene 4. Juliet's Balcony, Overlooking the Gardens 
Juliet muses upon the rea li zil tion that she is in love with Romeo-the son of her father's 

enemy. Romeo enters and declares his love for her. 

INTERMISSION 

ACT II 

Scene 1. The Street 
A carnival is in progress. Juliet 's nanny, bearing a letter for Romeo from her mistress, searches 

for him in the crowd. 
I ntertnezz 0 

Romeo is found and receives Julie t 's letter, which tells him that she returns his love. 

Scene 2. The Monastery of Fra Lorenzo 
Romeo, approaching F ra Lorenzo, requests that the latter marry the two young people. To 

this the monk agrees, hoping he might help to end the bitter family rivalry. Upon Juliet's 
entrance the ceremony takes place. 
Intermezzo 

Benvolio and Mercutio, meeting Tybalt on the street, seize their opportunity to goad him. 
Tybalt, in turn, vows that he will have revenge. 

Scene 3. The Street 
As Romeo returns from his wedding, the carnival reaches its climax. Tybalt spots Romeo 

but, at the latter's offer of friendship, he brushes Romeo away, slaps his hand and draws his sword. 
On Romeo's behalf, Mercutio accepts the challenge . Romeo attempts to intervene; Tybalt takes 
advantage of this and buries his sword in Mercutio 's body. Romeo, distraught at the death of his 
friend, takes up the challenge ; he kills Tybalt and then realizes that he has brought upon himself 
banishment from Verona-or worse. 

INTERMISSION 

ACT III 
Scene 1. Juliet's Chamber 

At dawn, Romeo rises; in order to avoid punishment for violation of his exi le he must 
leave his wife. After his departure Juliet's nanny, parents, and fiance enter; Lady Capulet informs 
her daughter that the marriage will shortly take place. Juliet's refusal causes her the rehuke and 
anger of her father. 

I ntermezz 0 

Juliet rushes to Fra Lorenzo for help. 

Scene 2. The Monastery of Fra Lorenzo 
Juliet recounts to the sympathetic monk the sad happenings and begs his aid in findin g a 

solution. He, being one who grows and experiments with various herbs and drugs, gives to her a 
phial of liquid which, when consumed, will induce a death-like sleep . Thinking her dead, the 
Capulets will bury their daughter in the family crypt; Romeo, who will be made aware of the 
true state of affairs, will flee with her to the city of Mantua when she awakes. 

Intermezzo 
Juliet returns to her father 's house. 

Scene 3. Juliet's Chamber 
Lord and Lady Capulet aga in approach Juliet in regard to the marriage with Paris. Juliet, 

seemingly, assents; when left alone .she drinks the contents of the phial and sleeps. The following 
morning her parents call for her With Pans; they find her, to all appearances, dead. 

Intermezzo 
Romeo rushes back to Verona; the news of Juliet's death has reached him befo re any 

message from Fra Lorenzo. 

Scene 4. The Capulet Family Crypt 

Romeo enters for a final embrace with his beloved wife, prepared to take his own life with 
poison since he cannot live without her. After he has expired Juliet awakens and finds him on the 
floor ; realiz ing that he is dead, she removes his dagger from his belt, stabs herself and dies beside 
his body. 
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