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The action of the opera is set in Seville. 
The Canadian Opera Tour production is presented in two acts; 

intermission after Act One. 
First Performance: February 20, 1816, Teatro Argentina, Rome. 
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SYNOPSIS 

ACT ONE 

Scene I: A stl'eet by Dr. Bartolo's house in Seville. Old Dr. Bartolo plans to marry 
his wealthy and beautiful ward Rosina, but Count Almaviva, a Grandee of Spain, 
has similar ideas. Accompanied by hi s servant Fiorello, he is serenading her when he 
encounters Figaro, the local barber and busy-body. He learns that Figaro has an entree 
to the Bartolo home and enlists his help. Figaro schemes to bring about the Count 's 
introduction to Rosina for a generous reward. 

Scene II: Inside the house, Figaro proceeds with his scheme. H e tells Rosina that 
her serenader is his "cousin Lindoro" who is passionately in love with her. She gives 
Figaro a note for the supposed Lindoro. Dr. Bartolo becomes suspicious. He tells 
Rosina's music master Don Basilio of his suspicions and Basilio advises him to start 
a scandal about the rival. Count Almaviva next disguises himself as a soldier and, 
pretending drunkenness, forces his way into the house. The uproar is such that when 
the town police arrive Dr. Bartolo has him placed under arrest. He is released imme­
diately when he secretly shows the ofucer his order as Grandee of Spain. 

ACT TWO 

Count Almaviva returns to Rosina's house, this time disguised as a music teacher. 
He says he has been sent in place of Don Basilio who is ill. Under cover of a music 
lesson he and Rosina have their first chance to talk to each other. In the midst of this 
Don Basilio appears in perfect health. rhe lovers are disconcerted but manage to 
persuade the music master, with the help of a little bribery, that he really is ill. H e 
goes. Rosina and the Count then try to elope but fail. Dr. Bartolo procures a notary 
for his own marriage to Rosina but Figaro, in Dr. Bartolo's absence, convinces the 
notary that he should marry her to the Count instead. Dr. Bartolo surprises them and 
orders a police officer to arrest both Figaro and the Count. When he hears of the 
marriage he decides to make the best of it and all parties are happily reconciled . 
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