1961 Eighty-third Season 1962
UNIVERSITY MUSICAL SOCIETY
THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN

Charles A. Sink, President

Gail W. Rector, Executive Director Lester McCoy, Conductor

Christmas Concert No. 1

Rlessiak

GEORGE FREDERICK HANDEL

Complete Series 3338

RicuarD MILLER, Tenor
ArA BERBERIAN, Bass

Irona KOMBRINK, Soprano
EraiNE Bownazzi, Contralto

UNIVERSITY CHORAL UNION
UNIVERSITY SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
MARY McCALL STUBBINS, Organist
RAY FERGUSON, Harpsichordist
LESTER McCOY, Conductor

SATURDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 2, 1961, AT 8:30
Hirr AupitoriuM, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

PROGRAM

In order that the continuity of the work be maintained, it is requested that the audience
refrain from applause until the end of each part of the program.

OVERTURE

Tenor—Comfort ye, My people, saith
your God; speak ye comfortably to
Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her
warfare is accomplished, that her in-
iquity is pardon’d. The voice of him
that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye
the way of the Lord, make straight in
the desert a highway for our God.

Every valley shall be exalted, and
every mountain and hill made low; the
crooked straight, and the rough places
plain.

Cuorus—And the glory of the Lord
shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see
it together; for the mouth of the Lord
hath spoken it.

Bass—Thus saith the Lord of Hosts:
Yet once a little while, and I will shake
the heavens and the earth, the sea and
the dry land; and I will shake all na-
tions; and the desire of all nations
shall come.

The Lord whom ye seek shall sud-
denly come to His temple, even the
messenger of the covenant, whom ye
delight in; Behold, He shall come, saith
the Lord of Hosts.

But who may abide the day of His
coming and who shall stand when He
appeareth? For He is like a refiner’s fire,

Cumorus—And He shall purify the
sons of Levi, that they may offer unto
the Lord an offering in righteousness.

ConTraLTO—Behold, a virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call
His name EmMmMmaNUEL: God with us.

ConTrALTO AND CHORUS—O thou that
tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up
into the high mountain! Lift up thy
voice with strength! Lift it up, be not
afraid! Say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God! Arise, shine, for thy
light is come; and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon thee!




Bass—For behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people; but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and His glory shall be seen upon
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to
thy light, and kings to the brightness of
thy rising.

The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light; and they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of
death, upon them hath the light shined.

Crorus—For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given, and the govern-
ment shall be upon His shoulder; and
His name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Ever-
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

PASTORAL SYMPHONY

Soprano—There were shepherds abid-
ing in the field, keeping watch over
their flocks by night. And lo! the angel
of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about
them, and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, Fear
not: for behold, I bring you good tid-
ings of great joy, which shall be to all
people. For unto you is born this day
in the City of David, a Savior, which is
Christ the Lord.

And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God, and saying:

Crorus—Glory to God in the highest,
and peace on carth, good will toward
men.

Soprano—Rejoice greatly, O daughter
of Zion. Rejoice greatly, shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, thy king
cometh unto thee. He is the righteous
Saviour and He shall speak peace unto
the heathen.

ConTrALTO—Then shall the eyes of
the blind be open’d, and the ears of the
deaf unstopped. Then shall the lame
man leap as an hart, and the tongue of
the dumb shall sing.

He shall feed His flock like a shep-
herd, and He shall gather the lambs
with His arm, and carry them in His
bosom, and gently lead those that are
with young.

SorraN0—Come unto Him, all ye
that labor and are heavy laden, and He
will give you rest. Take His yoke upon
you, and learn of Him, for He is meek
and lowly of heart, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls.

Crorus—His yoke is easy, and His
burden is light.

INTERMISSION

Crorus—Behold the Lamb of God,
that taketh away the sin of the world.

ConrtrALTO—He was despised and re-
jected of men; a man of sorrows, and
acquainted with grief.

Tenor—All they that see Him, laugh
Him to scorn; they shoot out their
lips, and shake their heads, saying:

Crorus—He trusted in God that He
would deliver Him; let Him deliver
Him, if He delight in Him.

Tenor—Thy rebuke hath broken His
heart; He is full of heaviness. He looked
for some to have pity on Him, but
there was no man, neither found He
any to comfort Him.

Behold, and see if there be any sor-
row like unto His sorrow.

Soprano, ContrALTO, and CHORUS—
How beautiful are the feet of him that
bringeth glad tidings of salvation, that
saith unto Zion: Thy God reigneth!
Break forth into joy!

Bass—Why do the nations so furious-
ly rage together? Why do the people
imagine a vain thing? The kings of the
earth rise up, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against
His anointed.

Caorus—Let us break their bonds
asunder, and cast away their yokes
from us.

Tenor—He that dwelleth in heaven
shall laugh them to scorn; the Lord
shall have them in derision.

Thou shalt break them with a rod of
iron; Thou shalt dash them in pieces
like a potter’s vessel.

CrOrUs and AUDIENCE—HALLELU-
jar! for the Lord God Omnipotent
reigneth.

The kingdom of this world is become
the kingdom of our Lord and of His
Christ; and He shall reign for ever and
ever.

SopraNO—TI know that my Redeemer
liveth, and that He shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth. For now is
Christ risen from the dead, the first
fruits of them that sleep.

Crorus—Since by man came death,
by man came also the resurrection of
the dead. For as in Adam all die, even
so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Bass—Behold, I tell you a mystery;
we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed in a moment, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the last trumpet.

The trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and
we shall be changed.

Crorus—Worthy is the Lamb that
was slain, and hath redeemed us to God
by His blood, to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and
honor, and glory, and blessing. Blessing
and honor, glory and power, be unto
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and
unto the Lamb, forever and ever. AMEN.
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and materials for this performance. The orchestration employed is believed to have
been Handel’s final scoring of this work. The Coopersmith vocal edition is used here
for the first time in these concerts.
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