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THE MESSIAH

An Oratorio for Soli, Chorus and Orchestra
GEORGE FRIEDRICH HAENDEL

Born at Halle, February 23, 1685; Died in London, April 14, 1759

HE “MESSIAH” represents the ripened production of Haendels
T genius and reflects the noblest aspirations and most exalted devotion

of mankind.

Among all his oratorios it retains its original freshness, vigor and beauty
in the highest degree, in that it appeals to the loftiest sentiment and to
universal religious devotion,

The oratorio was begun on the 2znd day of August and finished
September 12th, 1741. It was given in Dublin, Ireland, the following April
for the first time. The texts for the “Mgrssian” were selected by Mr.
Charles Jennens, but Haendel himself had much to do with their arrange-
ment. In the instrumental prelude, Haendel has striven to bring the mind
of his audience into the exact condition necessary for the consideration
of the solemn story that follows. The oratorio opens with the prophetic
announcement of the coming of the Messiah; then follow the recital of
events connected with His nativity, the relation of His sufferings, death and -
resurrection, His ascension, and, finally, the assurances of life after death,
concluding with the song of praise by the Redeemed.

Unlike many works to which may be accorded immortality, the success
of the “Mgssian” was immediate, and with the passage of the years we
discover no abatement in its power to charm and inspire. Its association
with Christmas has given to it special significance, and, to many, a Christ-
mas season that brings with it no performance of the “Mgessiau” loses
much of its meaning.

The great and triumphal HALLELUTAH chorus is the real climax of the
oratorio. On the occasion of its first performance in England on March
23rd, 1749, at the words in the Hallelujah chorus, “For the Lord God om-
nipotent reigneth,” the auditors were so transported that, led by the King,
they all rose to their feet and remained standing until the chorus ended, a
custom that has prevailed the world over to the present time.

Other oratorios may be compared one with another; the “Mzssian”
stands -alone, a majestic monument to the memory of the composer and an
imperishable record of the noblest sentiments of human nature.



The Messiah

GEORGE FREIDRICH HAENDEL

Part 1
The Prophecy

OVERTURE.
Recir.—“Comfort ye my people.”
ArR—"Ev’ry valley.”

MR. NICHOLS.
Craorus.—"“And the glory of the Lord.”
Recit.—“Thus saith the Lord.”
AIR—"But who may abide.”

MR. DUDLEY.
Recrr.—"Behold, a Virgin shall conceive.”

AIr aAND CuorUs.—“OQ Thou that tellest good tidings.”

MISS HUNT.

Recir.—"For, behold, darkness.”

A1r.—"The people that walked in darkness.”

MR. DUDLEY.
Cuorus.—"For unto us a child is born.”
Pastoral Symphony.

Recir.—"“And lo! the Angel of the Lord.”
Recit.—"“There were shepherds.”

Recrr.—“And the Angel said unto them.”

Recrr.—“And suddenly.”

MRS. WALKER.



Caorus.—"“Glory to God;"

A1r.—“Rejoice greatly.”

MRS. WALKER.

REecrr.—"“Then shall the eyes of the blind.”
A1r—"He shall feed His flock.”

MISS HUNT.

ArR.—“Come unto Him.”

MRS. HASTREITER.

Part II
The Suffering and Triumphant Christ

Crorus.—"“Behold the lamb of God.”
A1r—"He was despised.”

MISS HUNT.

REecrr.—“Thy rebuke hath broken His heart.”
A1r.—"Behold and see!”

MR. NICHOLS.

Cuorus.—"Lift up your heads.”
Rrcrr—"He that dwelleth in Heaven.”
AIrR.—“Thou shalt break them.”

MR. NICHOLS.

Ar.—"“Why do the nations?”

MR. HOWILAND.

A1r.—"“I know that my Redeemer liveth.”

MRS. WALKER.

Crorus.—‘Hallelujah.”
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